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TWELVE APOSTLES

_Does the New Testament teach continuation of the twelve apostles? Is
1t the only syatem that can be recognized ag the Church of God? This is
the queéstion that will be examined in this bulletin,

Bvery true church should be built and founded upon twelve apostles
that Je=u= chose and filled with the Holy Ghost. One, however, was a
devil and committed suicide; annther was quicekly chosen to £ill his place.
Upcn those tralve the church of God was built. Eph. 2: 20. And no other
foundation can be lzic. 1 @or. 3:1).,  If the nbove statements are trwa,
how can an-ther set c¢© trelve in these days take the place of these '
Jeaus chose as he =snys no other foundatien can ne man lay?

It is true that tha ab-ve apostles are desad, so are the prophets; but
their testimeonies, their writines, live tco this day. Surely it waa not
upon threse weak apnstles and prorhet=s that he built his church, they are
dead. It is their te=~timonies and their writings that are not desad, that
the church is built upr n and that the gates of hell cannet prevail against.
We know that hell prevailed ag-inat the apostles themselves, as they were
beheaded and =laughtered in varioua ways. But'where is the man that has
slaughtéred their writings anc behondecd them? They remain to this day;
the gates of hell have not prevailsd against them. However, those twelve
apostles were chosen men above @ll men this side of.the cross. They will
have their names written in the foundation of New Jerusalem. Rev. 21: 14,

: PAUL, AN APOSTL®

Paul was an apostle outside of the twelve and his writings live and
remain to this day. Some claim that Paul was put in the place of James,
but where do they find that record in the Bible? We find that Paul was
an apostle three years befere he saw Peter or James. Paul declares. it is
no lle. Gal, 1: 10-20. As we find Paul an apostle three years before
James was beheaded we find him an apostle outside of the twelve. We may
kave as many apcatles as fod may see fit to give us. They, too, as well
as we, should be governed by the writings of the apostles and the prcphets,
the only livine frundaticn for men to abide by that will gain them a hcme
in the kingdom of Beaven, as no other foundaticn can be laid by any man.

~ TWELVE- APOSTLES : y

Did the twelve apostles lord over other churches? Paul labored three
years before he went to Jerusalem and consulted with any of the apostles.
Gal., 1: 17-20. Paul sent Timcthy and Titus to set in order the churches
which he had rai«ed up. Why didn't the twelve gend them? The twelve were
not acting as lords, but as witnesges of the resurrecticn of Christ. Paul
dared tn blame Peter For a looae stendard that he permitted, and Paul
rebuked Peter for the same. @Gal. 2: l4. Pagul did not go before the board
of twelve bofore he rebuked Peter; neither did he go before the General
Overseer and the Assistant Overseers that he might reach Peter with a
megaage of rebuke, ,

SEVENTY DISCIPLES
Where do we find Jesus built the church on the gseventy disciples?
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They walked ne more with him; they left him before he Ated on the cross,
They left Jesus before he bought the dwrch, The sevenjy were not include
ed with that purchased property as L1t plainly sgages they walked no meore
him, John 8: 66, Then why should we chonse seventy, nothing leds aor
more? When we find they were untrue $o Fasus, 28 19 nothing more thamn a
catch to satiafy the weak and the unlearmed of gthe Aay, 2% 10 noj scripe
tural, without Bible suppért. The twelve were mot acting as Lords over
the churches; they were witnesses,

_ TWQ BY TWO ,

Remember Jeasus sent out his dlsciples-two dy two. 3t &3 not a come
mand for the day. It was a custom and Jewish tradition, A man coming
alone with a message would not be accepted of $he Yews, Fhe Lord send
Jonah to Ninevah alone as it was a Gentile city and a marecllous work was
acccmplished., Jesus chose twelve apostles but he did not make it a con-
tinuous command., Paul did not abide by either one, We find Paul as a
worker alone in many places. We find Paul did not recognize the gwelve
apostles as lord over him and his churches. Paul was the overseer and
sent men to set in order the churches he had raised up. He recognized s
the twelve -apostles as witnesses of God, not as lords of God on this
earth.

JESUS!' OWN® WORDS

: Matt. 18: 15-18, The local church and its authority and how to pro.
ceed is given in the above scripture. "~ If they refuse to hear the one,two,-
and three, then take it te the church. If they refuse to hear the church,.
let them be unto you a meathen and a publican. The strongest power under
the heavens is the local church. What is bound on earth ia bound in
heaven; what 1s loosened in earth is loosened in heaven. Jesus did not
command them to take it to the twelve if they fail to hear the church.

Eph., 4: 11-14, The Lord has given some apnstles, some prophets, some

evangelists, some pastcrsg, and teachers to perfect the saints for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the bady of Chriszt till we all come
- into the unity of the £gith. Nctice éarefully that those officers are all
te work for the edifyine of the body until the body has become agreed and
one in the unity of the faith and become established. Then they beccme a
atrong oerganized body. They, too, have the same power to bind and te
loosen on earth and in heaven.

SEVEN

The seven that were chosen by the apoatles were chosen to care for a
speclal work at Jerusalem by the twelve, but they were not chosen to care
for the w~rk, the financial business c¢f all the churches the world over.
Acts 6., " They were to care for widnwa that were neglected in the daily
ministration. They were chosen upon the ccmplaint of CGreclans and Hebrews.
The twelve were busy preaching the wcrd of fod witnessing to the world the
crucifixicn and the resurrecticn of Christ. Therefore the seven were
chosen by the twelve to care for the widows that were neglected at Jeru-
salem, not the widows that were neglected in the United States and abroad.
There is ncthing said about them caring for the financial and business
affairs. Be 1t remembered that the foundation that Jesus laid was laid
and ccmpleted years before the seven were chosen. The church that Jesus
bought and purchased with his blood took place on the cross when he shed
his bloods He sald it was finished; nothine can be added to the founda-

tion He laild. We may have #s many and as few business managers as we wish

to choose. 'e may have as many apostles and prophets and disciples as the
Lord will bless us with, but no set of twelve can take the plage of the
twelve that Jesus chose, Jeaus spoke in so many words, where there are
two and three gathered in his name, he will be in their midst. Each and
every one of us should abide by the writings of the apostles, the prophets
and patriarchs.
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SALFM CONSTITUTION

We shadl now examine and compare the Salem Constitution with the
Bible constitution.- Page 2, Section 1l: "The twelve shall have the overe.
sight of the body of believers as a whole....One from among the twelve
salected by themselves shall preside at all meetings of the twelve and at
all general assemblies of the bodles."

Parge 3; Section 5: “The Overseer shall have general care over the
churches as a whcle, The Assistant Overseers shall have the care of the
churches in the states, territecries, or varicus countries...The Assistand
Overseers “are to be under direct supervision of the Overseer and to
report to him who in turn elves account unto the twelve."

: . . GENERAL .OVERSEER o
Who is the' General Overaeer nf the Church of fod with Headquarters a§ .

Salem; West Virginia, and World Headquarters at Jerusalem, Palestine? ¢If
the reader will nctice the heading c* their letter adaticnery, you will
find these worda: “Géneral Overseer, A, N, Dugger.” He is to preside at
all meetings of the twelve and at all general sascmblies of the body. The
Assistant Overaseers are to be under direct supervision of the Overseer
(A. N. Mugger) and report to him (A. N. Dugger) whe in turn gives account
unto the ftwelve. K » -

Notice carefully that all matters to be brought to the twelve must
be brought tc the Ovorseer, and he in turn gives account unto the twelve.

Here we have a politicsl machine made up of many bosses,

Where do we find the apostles havine a General Overseer? Thelr Over-

sear was Jeous; he 1s the head and the door of the church. He has promis-
ed to gn with us to the en? of the world.

: THR® SEVEN :

Page 3, Sectirn 3: “"The sevan shall have the general oversight e _
management of the buginess of the church and shall act as trustees for all
property....but always under the supervision of the twelve,: Where do we
find Bible that the seven were to have the management over all business
affgirs and all property? We find in Acts sixth chapter they were to
care for the neglected widowrs, and wait upon tables at Jerusalem. We do
not find this committee pre=aiding over buasiness affairs of the churches
that Paul raiscd up. We do not find those seven in authcrity or in power
when Jesus died upcn the cross and said 1t wag finished. We belleve in
Bible grvernment. You can have sevon or nine or zs many business managers
that we find God will supply us with. But the question under consider-
ation 1s, Where do we find the seven ng business managers and the sevenéy
di=ciples in the church crn=titution that Jesua purchased with his own

blood? It is not there. Jesus built 1t on the apostleas and the propheta,
he, himsz1f (Jesus), the chie~f cornerstone. : .

! ¥ODERN APOSTLES

We object to the Salem Modern apostles 4#or various reasons. The Lord
must comg throughh this chain of cfficers before he can reach the members
with the message of the day. The Lord has said every man shall work out
his own salvation with fear and trembling and that @very man shall be
perauaded in his own mind. Paul did not receive his message through a
chain of modern ~po=tle=, He declared he r@ceived it not from men. Gal.
1: 10-14, Paul recognized that the apostles that Jesus chose were sub-
jeet to miatskes and were in need of rebuke and correction. But their
writing= were inepired by God. He moved them tc write; he moved them to
speak. Their vritings are alive teday and remain to this day. And the
true church of God will bg founded upon the living writings of the apos-
tles upon which Jeeus built his church. John saw the true church of God
in Rev. 17, clothed with the gospel 0f Christ and the crown of the twelve
apcstles, the twelve star witnesses of Christ, of his crucifixien and

reaurrecticn. The Lord warns againet many meeters, knowing that we
shall recelve the greater damnation.
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CHURCH AND ITS PQWER

The Bible teaches plainly coencregational government, EXach local
church has power to radiate within itself and {s divinely endued with full
authority to require obedience ¢ the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus as once delivered unto the saints and that it is not subject to any
other powers The local church has no right to forfeit her responsibility-
and to become a part of any foreisn corporation. For proof see Matt. 18:
14.18,

Quoting from page 5, Section 3: relating to church government: ‘
“Church Trial, local, shall be conduched by members in good 8tanding with
the elder as chairmane....Should decision not be accepted 1t must be
referred to the twelve for their decision." ‘The Lord has plainly stated
that if he will not hear the church let him be a heathen and a publican.
Why can't the Salem church give the local church the same power and authore
ity that Jesus cave them?

Section 4: "General "hurch trials shall be conducted by the twelve,
seventy, and seven and the ordained elders., ™ecision to be by majority
vote and ta be final."

Where do we find Bible for local church triale and general church
trials as taught by the Salem constitution. It is not there,

The modern apostles have robbsd the members of their church responsa
ibility and leading of the Holy Spirit. The early church of God spoke as
the spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2: 1-2) not as the General Overseer
and the twelve apostles gave them utterance.

CATHOLIC CHURCH

The Catholic Church, too,has a General Overseer. He 15 called the
Pepe, Vicar of Christ., This is higs proper name. But $he feneral Overseer
of the true Church of God is Jesus Christ. He will go with us to the end
of the world. We are to worship the Lord today in spirit and in truth.
"To teach the nationa’ might as well have been withheld by the Master;if
& political machine controlled by one General, twelve apostles remains in
force.

: Zech. 4: 6. Not by might nor by power but by my spirit saith the
Lord of hosts. ] . '

Jesus stands at the doof and knocks, and if any man hears his voice
and opens the door he will come in. He did not say if *.the twelve will
hear his voice and let him in. Dear reader, 1f you are with the class
boasting of the twelve modern apostles, listen to Jesus's voice as he
speaks, Come out and have no part with modernism and substituters. Let
gesuq be your General Overseer. Step out on that foundation that Jesus
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Written in love for those in darkneass and for the gospel of Christ.

For further information write to the author.

' Elder 0. R. Osman
Pastor of the Church of God
Waupaca, Wisconsin
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